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CITY OF MELVILLE, PLANNING APPROVAL FOR SHED 
Petition 

DR J.M. WOOLLARD (Alfred Cove) [9.10 am]:  I present the following petition - 
To the Honourable the Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of Western 
Australia in Parliament assembled.   
We, the undersigned residents of Bicton request that the Legislative Assembly ask the Minister for 
Planning and Infrastructure to view the City of Melville’s planning decision to allow an enormous two-
storey colorbond shed, which includes accommodation facilities, to be erected at the rear of a residential 
house at 69 Foss Street, Bicton.   
Initially, the City of Melville’s planning staff did not recommend the construction of the shed because 
the proposed garage area under the second storey ancillary accommodation level could be used as large 
living area because it was to be fitted with substantial windows and a ground floor verandah.  
Therefore, it was deemed that the size of the overall ancillary accommodation floor space could be 120 
sqm, which is double the figure set down in the Residential Design Codes, which restricts the plot ratio 
of ancillary accommodation to a maximum 60 sqm.   
The City of Melville then reversed its initial non-approval recommendation and has now stated that the 
proposed shed complies with all development aspects of the R-codes and construction has been 
approved.   
Neighbours were not consulted about the industrial-style development and therefore had no idea of the 
implications that the huge/blue grey-coloured shed would have on their amenity until construction 
began three week ago.   
The residents on either side of the development and people living to the rear of the development have 
now found themselves confronted with a huge high shed that overshadows their properties.   
A shed of such dimensions, which includes accommodation facilities, is out context with the landscape 
and residential amenity of the Bicton area.  Residents believe that allowing it to remain could set a 
precedence for the loss of amenity and aesthetic aspects of homes and backyards in this suburb.   
We thus request that the Legislative Assembly ask the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure to issue 
a stop work notice to ensure that no further work is undertaken on the shed until the matter of its 
approval is properly reviewed.  

The petition bears 49 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the standing orders of the Legislative Assembly. 
[See petition No 424.]   
 


